Introduction
Morphometric characters of fishes were found to be of taxonomic importance in sex, race and species identification by many investigators (Haug and Fevolden, 1986; Mekkawy, 1987 Mekkawy, , 1994 Khalil et al., 1982 Khalil et al., , 1984 Mahmoud, 1988 Mahmoud, , 1991 Mahmoud, , 1993 Harabawy, 1993 The meristic characters were also found to be valid in sex, race and species identification (Mahmoud and Mekkawy, 1991; Mahmoud, 1991 Mahmoud, , 1993 Mahmoud, , 2002 Mekkawy, 1991 Mekkawy, , 1997 In the present investigation, the morphometric and meristic characters were used to elucidate sexual dimorphism of Carangoides bajad, (Forsskål, 1775) , and Caranx melampygus, (Cuvier, 1833) from the Southern Red Sea of Egypt. For each fish, 23 morphometric measurements were made on the left side up to the nearest millimeter using a divider and a measuring board. The following is a list of these measurements which are diagrammatically represented in Figure 1 ; each measurement is labeled on this figure by its corresponding number indicated in such a list. Those morphometric measurements included: 1. Total length (TL). 
Materials and Methods

Morphometrics
Fork length (FL).
Standard length (SL).
Body depth (BD).
Head length (HL).
Eye diameter (EyD).
Snout length (SnL).
Postorbital length (POL).
Upper jaw length (UJL).
Curved lateral line segment length (CLL).
Straight lateral line segment length (SLL).
Soft dorsal fin base length (SDFL).
Soft anal fin base length (SAFL).
Soft dorsal fin height (SDFH).
Soft anal fin height (SAFH).
Pectoral fin length (PFL
Results
Morphometrics
The relationship between the morphometric characters and fish size (SL) of Carangoides bajad and Caranx melampygus were best described by the linear regression equations (Tables 1 and  2 (I) = Isometric growth, (-) = Negative allometric growth, (+) = Positive allometric growth.
Meristics
The total, lower and upper gill raker counts of males and females of Carangoides bajad and Caranx melampygus are presented in Tables 9 and 10 . These counts showed no sexual dimorphism. The means of dorsal, pectoral and anal fin rays counts of males and females of Carangoides bajad and Caranx melampygus showed no sexual dimorphism (Tables 11 and 12 ). 
Discussion
Morphometric indices of fishes were found to be of taxonomic importance in sex, race and species identification by many authors (Page and Braasch, 1976 et al., 2015) . In the present investigation, it was possible to reveal sexual dimorphism in Carangoides bajad and Caranx melampygus by comparing means of the selected morphometric indices.
The type of allometry was previously used to study sexual dimorphism in some fish species; Mormyrus kannume (Mekkawy, 1987) Clarius lazera (Mahmoud, 1988 ) Labeo horie and lebeo forskalii (Mahmoud, 1991) , Bagrus bayad and Bagrus docmac (Mahmoud, 1993) and Oreochromis mossambicus (Oliveira and Almada, 1995) . In the present study, it was possible to display sexual dimorphism according the type of allometry of the selected morphometric measurements.
Some investigators used meristic characters to reveal sexual dimorphism in different fish species comprising three Synodontis species from the Nile (Mahmoud and mekkawy, 1991) and Labeo horie and Labeo forskalii from the Nile (Mahmoud, 1991) . No sexual dimorphism was observed in the meristics of each of Carangoides bajad and Caranx melampygus under investigation. 
